Errors of passive voice construction found in the explanation composition of english department students by Kristina, Melisa
  
ERRORS OF PASSIVE VOICE 
CONSTRUCTION FOUND IN THE 
EXPLANATION COMPOSITION OF ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT STUDENTS 
 
A THESIS 
 
As Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 
English Language Teaching Faculty 
 
 
By: 
MELISA KRISTINA 
1213011072 
UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 
JULI, 2015 
i 
 
ii 
 
  
 
 
iii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
First of all, the writer would like to thank God, Jesus Christ, for 
His abundant grace so that this thesis would be able to be finished. Without 
His favor, the writer would not have high spirit in doing and finishing this 
study and have some people to support her through their prayers. 
The writer also would like to express her sincerest gratitude to 
those who have given their best of time and guidance that has made the 
completion of this study, especially to the following names: 
1. Prof. Dr. Agustinus Ngadiman, the writer’s advisor who has 
unconsciously encouraged the writer to finish her thesis faster and 
spent a lot of time to guide the writer during the process of doing the 
study. Besides, he has allowed the writer to copy and do an analysis on 
his students’ Writing 3 midterm test. Without his favor, support, 
advice and suggestions, the writer would not be able to finish this 
thesis.  
2. Dr. Hendra Tedjasuksmana, M.Hum and Johanes Leonardi T., M.Sc., 
the writer’s examiners who have given invaluable input in this study. 
iv 
 
3. M.N. Siti Mina Tamah, Ph.D and Dr. Ignatius Harjanto, the writer’s 
other lecturers who have allowed the writer to copy and do an analysis 
on their students’ Writing 3 midterm test. 
4. The writer’s parents who have supported the writer both materially 
and mentally in finishing this study. Without their love, support and 
prayers, this thesis would have never been finished. 
5. Ricky Alekhine, S.E., the writer’s sole brother who always reminds 
the writer to finish this study and allows the writer to use his laptop to 
finish this thesis. 
6. Florentina Angelina P., Stefanie Hermanto and Risky Kurniawan, the 
writer’s best friends who always give support and cheer her up when 
she feels down during finishing this study. 
7. Catherine Yoke Wijaya and Carolan Indra Himawan, the writer’s other 
best friends who always ask the writer how far the progress of this 
study so that the writer feels motivated to finish her thesis sooner. 
8. Olivia Sigit, Debby Tirta Indra, Ariel Ronaldo S., Chandra Halim, 
Cindrawati Aprilia, and David Febrilliant S, the writer’s other best 
friends who have shared their experiences and given support in 
finishing this study. 
9. Ratna Wijaya, Daniel Suwandi, Alief Hanafia, Christina Waso Odung 
and Daniel Reinaldi, the writer’s other friends who greatly show 
v 
 
special care on the progress of the writer’s thesis so that this study 
could be finished as well. 
10. All the administrators of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education 
who have helped the writer by giving helpful information about the 
technical matters of a thesis. 
11. The librarians who have helped the writer in doing her thesis. 
Without all those people’s encouragement, assistance, advice, love 
and care, this study would have never been finished as it is now. 
 
Surabaya, July 2015 
 
The Writer 
vi 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Approval Sheet (1) ..................................................................................i 
Approval Sheet (2) ..................................................................................ii 
Acknowledgements.................................................................................iii 
Table of Contents  ...................................................................................vi 
List of Tables ..........................................................................................x 
Abstract ...................................................................................................xi 
Chapter I Introduction .............................................................................1 
1.1 Background of the Study .......................................................1 
1.2 Statements of the Problem .....................................................6 
1.3 Objectives of the Study .........................................................7 
1.4 Theoretical Framework..........................................................7 
1.4.1 Contrastive Analysis ..................................................7 
1.4.2 Error Analysis ............................................................8 
1.5 Significance of the Study .......................................................9 
1.6 Assumption ............................................................................9 
1.7 Limitation and Scope .............................................................10 
1.8 Definition of Key Terms........................................................10 
1.9 Organization of the Thesis .....................................................11 
vii 
 
Chapter II Review of Related Literature .................................................12 
2.1 Explanation Text ...................................................................12 
2.2 Passive Construction .............................................................14 
2.3 Contrastive Analysis ..............................................................19 
2.4 Error Analysis ........................................................................21 
2.4.1 The Concept of Errors ................................................23 
2.4.2 Types of Errors ..........................................................24 
2.4.3 Causes of Errors .........................................................33 
2.5 Questionnaire Design ............................................................36 
2.5.1 Open-Ended Questions ..............................................37 
2.5.2 Close-Ended Questions ..............................................38 
2.6 Previous Studies ....................................................................42 
2.6.1 Error Analysis on the Passive Voice Made by the 
Second Year Students of SMUK Santo Stanislaus 
Surabaya .....................................................................43 
2.6.2 The Errors Made by the Sixth Semester Students of 
the English Department of Widya Mandala Surabaya 
Catholic University in Constructing Compound and 
Complex Sentences ....................................................44 
 
 
viii 
 
Chapter III Research Method ..................................................................47 
3.1 Research Design ....................................................................47 
3.2 Data Source ...........................................................................49 
3.3 Instruments ............................................................................50 
3.4 Data Collection Procedure .....................................................52 
3.5 Procedure of Data Analysis ...................................................53 
Chapter IV Results ..................................................................................59 
4.1 Findings .................................................................................59 
4.1.1 Types of Errors ..........................................................60 
4.1.1.1 Surface Strategy Taxonomy .........................60 
4.1.1.2 Linguistic Category Taxonomy ...................75 
4.1.2 Possible Causes of Errors ...........................................84 
4.1.2.1 Interlingual Transfer ....................................85 
4.1.2.2 Intralingual Transfer ....................................86 
4.2 Discussion .............................................................................88 
Chapter V Conclusion and Suggestions ..................................................92 
5.1 Conclusion .............................................................................92 
5.2 Suggestions ............................................................................95 
Bibliography ...........................................................................................97 
 
 
ix 
 
Appendices .............................................................................................98 
Appendix 1 Passive Sentences Found in the Explanation 
Composition ................................................................................98 
Appendix 2 Errors Encountered in the Passive 
Sentences .....................................................................................105 
Appendix 3 Questionnaire ...........................................................107 
x 
 
LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 3.1 Examples of Errors of Misformation ......................................54 
Table 3.2 Examples of Errors of Omission .............................................54 
Table 3.3 Examples of Errors of Misordering ........................................55 
Table 3.4 Examples of Errors of Addition  .............................................55 
Table 3.5 Examples of Errors with Formation of Passive Sentences ......56 
Table 3.6 Examples of Inappropriate Use of Passive .............................56 
Table 4.1 Examples of Errors of Misformation ......................................62 
Table 4.2 Examples of Errors of Omission .............................................69 
Table 4.3 Examples of Errors of Misordering ........................................73 
Table 4.4 Examples of Errors with Formation of Passive Sentences ......76 
Table 4.5 Examples of Inappropriate Use of Passive .............................83 
Table 4.6 Examples of Errors due to Interlingual Transfer ....................85 
Table 4.7 Examples of Errors due to Intralingual Transfer ....................87 
xi 
 
ABSTRACT 
Kristina, Melisa. 2015 Errors of Passive Voice Construction Found in 
the Explanation Composition of English Department Students. S-1 
thesis, English Department Faculty of Teacher Training and 
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Since writing is one of four important skills that must be mastered 
by the students in English Department, a course called Writing is provided 
for the students in order to present the basic concepts of various genres of 
text and let them pour their perspectives out into a piece of writing (Widiati, 
2011:60). However, the process of writing itself is not easy so errors easily 
appear.  
The writer does an analysis on what kinds of errors of passive 
voice construction and why those errors are found in the explanation 
composition of English Department students. The analysis relies on the 
theory of contrastive analysis and error analysis. As the instrument, the 
writer and the questionnaire play an important role in this study. 
The study reveals that there are three types of errors found in the 
explanation compositions according to surface strategy taxonomy which are 
errors of misformation, errors of omission, and errors of misordering and 
two types of errors according to linguistic category taxonomy which are 
errors with formation of passive sentences and inappropriate use of 
passives. Specifically, there are three kinds of misformation errors which 
are misformation of auxiliary, misformation of infinitive verb, and 
misformation of past participle, there are three kinds of omission errors 
which are omission of auxiliary, omission of pronoun, omission of 
preposition, and one kind of misordering errors which is misordering of the 
elements of passive voice. Then, problems dealing with formation of 
passive sentences have three types which are misformation of passive verb, 
active order but passive form, and absence of preposition while 
inappropriate use of passive has two types which are intransitive verb 
passives and misuse of passives in complex sentences. Besides, there are 
major sources which emerge the errors. They are interlingual transfer and 
intralingual transfer. Supported by the questionnaire, there are four main 
difficulties when the students construct passive voice. They are use of 
passive, grammar rule, word order, and use of irregular and regular verbs. 
